4511 North Himes Ave., Suite 250
Tampa, FL 33614

(800) 717-3117
(813) 872-7835
Fax: (813) 873-7838

September 9, 2024

Chiquita Brooks-LaSure

Administrator Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
Department of Health and Human Services

7500 Security Boulevard

Baltimore, MD 21244

RE: Medicare and Medicaid Programs: Calendar Year 2025 Payment Policies under the Physician Fee
Schedule and Other Changes to Part B Payment and Coverage Policies; etc.

Dear Administrator Brooks-LaSure:

The Obesity Action Coalition (OAC) appreciates the opportunity to provide comments to the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) in response to the proposed rule Medicare and Medicaid Programs:
Calendar Year 2025 Payment Policies under the Physician Fee Schedule and Other Changes to Part B
Payment and Coverage Policies; etc. (CY 2025 PFS proposed rule).

Medicare beneficiaries need quality obesity care now and should not wait another 3 years for a code review.
Specifically, we recommend increasing the work relative value units (RVU) for HCPCS code G0447 from 0.45
to 0.60 in CY 2025. We agree it is warranted now based on the need for access to evidence-based obesity
care, as well as the time and intensity of the service.

The OAC is the leading national non-profit dedicated to serving people living with obesity through awareness,
support, education, and advocacy. Our vision is to create a society where all individuals are treated with
respect and without discrimination or bias regardless of their size or weight. We strive for those affected by the
disease of obesity to have the right to access safe and effective treatment options. OAC has a strong and
growing membership of more than 85,000 individuals across the United States.

Obesity is driven by strong biology, not by choice and it is often the root cause and driver of other health
complications. Research shows that obesity is a complex, multifactorial, common, serious, relapsing, and
costly chronic disease that serves as a major risk factor for developing conditions such as heart disease,
stroke, type 2 diabetes, renal disease, non-alcoholic steatohepatitis, and 13 types of cancer (which make up 40
percent of all cancers diagnosed).”

' Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/obesity/index. Accessed September 6, 2024



As such, obesity requires treatment and management just like diabetes, cancer, or high blood pressure.

OAC applauds CMS for reviewing Behavioral Counseling & Therapy (HCPCS Code G0447) (Face-to-face
behavioral counseling for obesity, 15 minutes) and recognizing that G0447 is undervalued as its respective
intensities may be lower than what is warranted for the service. As the proposed rule stated, “We believe that
the intensity for these G-codes may be more in line with the intensity of HCPCS code G0443 which we noted
had an increase in intensity as recommended, (increasing in the work RVU for HCPCS code G0443 from 0.45
to 0.60) which we believe is warranted based on time and intensity of the service.” OAC agrees and the same
increase should be made for G0447 for Face-to-face behavioral counseling for obesity, 15 minutes.

The goal of the Medicare behavioral counseling and therapy for obesity benefit is to reduce rates of obesity
and its comorbidities in the United States. CMS data show that, under the current design, the benefit is not
being utilized to its full potential, thus falling short of the goal. Utilization has been increasing since the benefit’s
inception, but, as of 2022, only 1% of the more than 13.8 million Medicare FFS beneficiaries with obesity
received IBT for obesity.? An update to the work RVU would encourage more providers to offer the service to
eligible Medicare beneficiaries.

We believe that the Behavioral Counseling & Therapy code for obesity (G0447) would benefit from additional
review now, as data indicates that obesity care is in high demand and should not wait another 3 years for
review. We recommend increasing the work RVU for HCPCS code G0447 from 0.45 to 0.60 in CY 2025.

Please reach out to Dr. Tracy Zvenyach, PhD, Director of Policy Strategy at tzvenyach@obesityaction.org with
questions.

Sincerely,

WAOh

Joe Nadglowski
President & CEO
Obesity Action Coalition

2 Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. Obesity Disparities in Medicare Fee-For-Service Beneficiaries. Data Snap Shot

2022. https://www.cms.gov/files/document/omh-datasnapshot-obesity.pdf
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