
Were you impacted by the February 2006  
Medicare decision regarding bariatric surgery? 
 
If you were personally impacted by this decision 
as a patient seeking bariatric surgery, either posi-
tively or negatively, we want to hear from you! 
 
Please let us know how the Medicare NCD per-
sonally affected you. If your surgery was can-
celled, please let us know if you have been re-
scheduled, identified and begun the process of 
accessing surgery at a different bariatric program 
or have been unsuccessful in finding a program to 
perform your surgery. For those of you that have 
been unable to find a program to perform your 
procedure, please let us know what barriers you 
have faced.  
 
We also would like to hear from those of you that 
have positive experiences with the new ruling. 
For example, those of you that were able to ac-
cess adjustable gastric banding or the duodenal 
switch. 
 
The OAC will summarize any information re-
ceived and share it with the leaders at Medicare 
and with the other key parties interested in im-
proving access to bariatric surgery. 
 
Please send your responses to the OAC at 
info@obesityaction.org. If you are a bariatric 
surgeon, coordinator or allied healthcare profes-
sional, we urge you to distribute this message to 
your impacted patients so that they may respond 
to us directly. 
 
To read a positive result from the Medicare NCD, 
please see the story to the right.  

Medicare National Coverage Decision  
and its Effect on Patients 

I was scheduled for gastric bypass surgery on March 
13, 2006. It had taken me almost a year to get here. I 
had been turned down by my insurance three times, so I 
decided to go with my primary insurance (Medicare).   
 
I had all my pre-op work done, and three days before 
my surgery, my surgeon's office called and told me it 
would have to be cancelled because of the change with 
Medicare. I had been scheduled for over a month. I 
called Medicare on my own asking questions and tell-
ing them that I had been scheduled before the change, 
but it didn't matter. They said they wouldn't pay for it. 
 
I went on a message board, and after telling everyone 
how upset I was, someone directed  me to a Web site to 
find Centers of Excellence (COE) in Florida. I found 
one five minutes away, but my husband had wanted the 
same surgery with the same surgeon two years ago and 
that surgeon wouldn't accept Medicare. 
 
I called the office the very next day and was told the 
surgeon is now taking Medicare. However, it was one 
month before I could get in to see him. I waited, went to 
see him, then had to wait another month because they 
had to send yet another request to my secondary insur-
ance for the surgery. 
 
However, I am very excited to let you know that I am 
having laparoscopic gastric bypass surgery Tuesday, 
June 6, 2006.  
 
It was frustrating and aggravating when I had waited 
so long, given my down payment, completed my pre-op 
work, only to be cancelled because Medicare did not 
grandfather those who were scheduled before the 
change took place. 
 
Although I'm extremely excited about my surgery, I'm 
sad it's not with a surgeon I trusted and came to love. 
I'll never forget the distress I felt when I was cancelled. 
 
Sincerely, 
Elizabeth H. Myers, Ocala, FL 
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The Obesity Action Coalition (OAC) is a National non-profit organization dedicated 
to giving a voice to individuals affected by obesity and helping them 
along their journey toward better health. Our core focuses are to 
elevate the conversation of weight and its impact on 
health, improve access to obesity care, provide 
science-based education on obesity and its 
treatments, and fight to eliminate weight 
bias and discrimination.

ABOUT THE OBESITY 
ACTION COALITION (OAC)

JOIN TODAY:  GO TO OBESITYACTION.ORG/JOIN
info@obesityaction.org 

(800) 717-3117 | (813) 872-7835 | Fax: (813) 873-7838
@ObesityActionCoalition
@ObesityAction

The OAC knows that the journey with weight can be challenging 
but we also know that great things happen when we learn, 
connect and engage. That is why the OAC Community exists. 
Our Community is designed to provide quality education, ongoing 
support programs, an opportunity to connect, and a place to take 
action on important issues. 


